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Queens Civic Congress Questions MTA's Proposed Service Cuts
Statement by Queens Civic Congress President Corey Bearak

Queens Civic Congress, a coalition of over 110 civic, community, cooperative, tenant and 
other organizations in the borough of Queens, commends Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
(MTA)Board  Member  Allen  Cappelli  for  voting  to  maintain  bus  and  subway  service  but 
questions the other MTA Board Members who voted to cut core bus and subway service rather 
than  insist  agency look at  other  parts  of  its  budget.   While  cuts  to  central  salaries  –  to  be 
implemented in the Spring when new revenue estimates could obviate that one set of reductions, 
Queens Civic Congress looks to the MTA to do more than symbolism.  The public demends 
more  of  the  MTA.   The  MTA must  seize  this  opportunity  to  review how it  contracts  out, 
including for professional services.  Queens Civic Congress recently received information about 
how the MTA handles it legal services.  Concerns exist that this similar waste exists elsehwere. 
The MTA must also re-think the mega projects in the capital program BEFORE imposing ANY 
cuts to bus and subway service.

Many pundits and commentators too often glossed over how transit got shortchanged if 
not outright robbed of support by the City and the State over the years.  Yes times remain tough 
but better times when they come ought to include new commitments from New York City and 
State.  Queens Civic Congress also urges the MTA, the State and City coalition to get more 
federal stimulus and other funding to resource transit.  And let's not just stop at the stimulus plan; 
let's make sure before looking to fund the big glossy stuff, we first lock in federal funding to get 
the track signals modernized.   When Queens Civic Congress testified earlier this year (January 
2009) and November 2007, we noted the minuscule aid New York City provides (barely 4% of 
NYC Transit's operating budget).  Innovative ways exist to resource the state and city to provide 
stable  annual  contributions  to  the  transit  system  that  empower  the  MTA to  keep  the  fares 
reasonable, if not reduced.  We need that approach – reduced fares and service increases – to 
induce more people to eschew any reliance on cars – something very hard to do living in Queens.

 For more two years,  Queens  Civic  Congress promoted  specific  revenue measures  to 
provide  additional  support  for  mass  transit.  In  past testimonies,  Queens  Civic  Congress and 
others  noted the discordant  variance in  funding for mass  transit  when the City accounts  for 
nearly seven out of every eight state riders moved by some form of mass transit.  The ridership 
continues to increase without a concomitant investment by government at ALL levels.  This also 
has to change.  Not service cuts,  Cut waste.
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The Queens Civic Congress platform, CIVIC 2030 found on the Queens Civic Congress website's platform link, 
recommends public policies to make New York a better City.

Queens Civic Congress Members
Addisleigh Park Civic Organization ♦ Association of Old Forest Hills ♦ Auburndale Improvement Association 

♦ Bayside Civic Database ♦ Bayside Clear-Spring Council ♦ Bayside Hills Civic Association ♦ Bayswater Civic 
Association ♦ Βay Terrace Community Alliance, Inc.  ♦ Bay Terrace Cooperative Section 1 ♦ Bellaire-BellVill Civic 
Association ♦ Belle Harbor Property Owners Association ♦ Bellerose Commonwealth Civic Association ♦Bellerose 

Hillside Civic Association ♦ Bell Park Manor Terrace Community Council ♦ Bowne Park Civic Association ♦ Briarwood 
Community Association ♦ Broadway-Flushing Homeowners Association ♦ Cambria Heights Civic Association ♦ Civic 
Association of Utopia Estates ♦ C.O.M.E.T. (Communities of Maspeth-Elmhurst Together) ♦ Concerned Citizens of 
Laurelton ♦ Cornucopia Society ♦ Creedmoor Civic Association ♦ Deerfield Area Association ♦ Doug-Bay Manor 
Civic Association ♦ Douglas Manor Association ♦ Douglaston Civic Association ♦ Dutch Kills Civic Association of 
Long Island City ♦ East Elmhurst Corona Civic Association ♦ East Flushing Civic Association ♦ Federated Block 

Associations of Laurelton ♦ Federation of Civic Associations of Southeast Queens ♦ Floral Park Community Council 
♦ Flushing Heights Civic Association ♦ Flushing on the Hill Taxpayers Association ♦ Forest Hills Chamber of 

Commerce ♦ Forest Hills Crescents Association ♦ Forest Hills-Van Court Association ♦ Fresh Meadows Homeowners 
Association ♦ Georgetown Mews ♦ Glendale Civic Association of Queens ♦ Glen Oaks Village Owners, Inc. ♦ 
Greater Astoria Historical Society ♦ Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association ♦ Harding Heights Civic 

Association ♦ Hillcrest Estates Civic Association ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #1 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #2 ♦ Hilltop 
Village Co-Op #3 ♦ Hilltop Village Co-Op #4 ♦ Hollis 11423 Block Association ♦ Hollis Hills Civic Association ♦ 
Holliswood Civic Association ♦ Hollis Park Gardens Association ♦ Holly Civic Association♦ Hyde Park Gardens 
Cooperative ♦ Jackson Heights Beautification Group ♦ Jamaica Estates Association ♦ Jamaica Hill Community 

Association ♦ Juniper Park Civic Association ♦ Kew Gardens Civic Association  ♦ Kew Gardens Hills Homeowners 
Association ♦ Kew Gardens Improvement Association ♦ Kissena Park Civic Association ♦ Little Neck Bay Civic 
Association ♦ Little Neck Pines ♦  Long Island City Alliance ♦ Malba Civic Association ♦ Meadowlark Gardens 
Owners ♦ Middle Village Property Owners Association ♦ Mitchell Linden Civic Association ♦ Neponsit Property 

Owners Association ♦ Newtown Civic Association♦ Newtown Historical Society ♦ North Bellerose Civic Association ♦ 
North Flushing Civic Association ♦ North Hills Estates Civic Association ♦ Northwest Clearview Homeowners 

Association ♦ Norwood Neighborhood Association ♦ Oakland Terrace/ Gardens Community Council ♦ Off Broadway 
Homeowners Association ♦  Our Neighborhood Improvement Association ♦ Our Neighbors Civic Association of 
Ozone Park, Inc.  ♦ Parkway Village Historical Society ♦ Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association ♦ Queens 
Colony Civic Association ♦ Queens Community Civic Corp. ♦ Queens Village Civic Association ♦ Ramblersville-

Hawtree Civic Association ♦ Richmond Hill Historical Society ♦ Ridgewood Property Owners and Civic Association ♦ 
Rockaway Park Homeowners/Residents ♦ Rocky Hill Civic Association ♦ Rosedale Civic Association ♦ Royal Ranch 

Association ♦ Southeast Queens Concerned Neighbors ♦ South Ozone Park West Association Civic ♦ 
Springfield/Rosedale Community Action Association ♦ Station Road Civic Assoc. of Auburndale ♦ Sunnyside 

Gardens/Harrison Place Homeowners ♦ Surrey Estates Civic Association ♦ Union Turnpike Merchants Association ♦ 
United Forties Civic Association ♦ United Mutual Veterans Housing, Inc. ♦ Waldheim Neighborhood Association ♦ 
Wayanda Civic Association ♦ West Cunningham Park Civic Association ♦ Westmoreland Association ♦ Woodside 

Community Council
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